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My name is Megan Cohen and I’m an Associate Registrar at the Des Moines Art Center and I‘m going to talk about Nick Cave‘s Rescue, from 2013.
Nick Cave is probably most well-known for his performance art in decorative costumes called “soundsuits”. Several of the high detailed elements in Cave’s earlier “soundsuit” works can be seen in his later sculptures, such as Rescue.
Looking at Rescue, you see a life-sized doberman sitting regal and proud, on this 70’s looking yellow velvet loveseat. Above the Doberman is a canopy of tangled colorful beads on string, a functioning lit chandelier, metal flowers, and a couple dozen or more ceramic birds. There are so many elements going on in this canopy, which kind of creates a thrown for the dog that you’re really pulled into the piece to look at it more closely. When you do that, you’ll see that these various birds which the artist collects at flea markets, are each unique. One is a wild turkey liquor bottle, another, what looks like a gravy boat. These knick-knacks, combined with the yellow loveseat feel so nostalgic to me. My grandparents always had ceramic little decorations just like these birds throughout their house. They also had a short little yellow loveseat like this one, that was just my height as a little kid and I loved it so much. I’m guessing there’s something you too find familiar about this sculpture, and so this artwork unites us in a sentimental way.
Now, I would be remised if I didn’t add that Nick Cave’s work is rooted in themes of racial inequality and LGBTQ activism that I have not touched on here and I would encourage you if you’re interested to read more on how those themes are found in his artwork.
